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abide
This word resonated with me as I pondered about
2025. At first, I wasn’t that particularly thrilled with it
because of the immediate association with
remaining still, a task that is challenging for someone
who loves to be active. 

On the surface, the meaning of “abide”: stay, connect,
remain, continue, appear passive. However, as I
reflected more,, this word actually requires strong
action. Abiding calls for an act of resistance against
unneccessary activity and noise. That is very difficult
when our hands are constantly connected to social
media and the news is at our finger tips. Abiding also
involves the act of holding on fast, gripping tightly
and refusing to let go, even when powerful winds and
storms threaten to tear us from our Source of life. This
steadfastness requires both strength and tenacity.
Remaining with God is a deliberate choice to stay
anchored when there are other competing “sources.”

My prayer for 2025 is that we learn to abide with God.
That we should follow God’s rhythms of work and rest;
grip tightly when adversities come our way; draw
from God’s wisdom when we reach the end of our
understanding; and simply LIVE, enjoying the
abundance, vitality and beauty of God and God’s
creation.
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Completing a doctoral program is not an easy task, as many students
have found out. It requires perseverance in the face roadblocks or
seemingly dead ends, humility when your work is critiqued by peers,
faculty and examiners, wisdom when wrestling with theories, and faith
when human strength and self confidence fails. For many it has been
a journey of tears and joy. And so it is only fitting that we celebrate
with tremendous joy together with our graduates, the fruit of their
labor and the grace of God that has enabled this.

F I N I S H I N G  T H E  C O U R S E  W E L L
Celebrating achievements

Han Jong Seok, PhD
“A Missional interpretation of the epistle to the
Ephesians and its implications for the Punjabi Church
in Pakistan”



2024 also saw the sad passing on of two of our
faculty. Both exemplified what it means to live a life
devoted to Christ: as a pastor, educator, scholar,
husband, father and as a lifelong learner. Thank
you Alex and Peter for being such an inspiration to
us!

Dr Alex Tang Tuck Hon was a senior consultant
paediatrician in Johor Baru, and an Associate
Professor of Paediatrics, Monash University
Malaysia. He was a scholar, an educator, and
mentor. For AGST Alliance, he was a beloved
educator and colleague, imparting to us not only
knowledge but a keen and infectious passion for
learning, and for scholarly excellence. His life
impacted us deeply

 OMF (UK) Co-National Director Peter Rowan went
to be with the Lord peacefully on Monday 9
December. Peter was a dedicated and visionary
leader, whose contributions to OMF and the global
church were immeasurable. Peter was a friend of
AGST Alliance, supporting us with his wisdom and
cheer, delighting us with his wit, teaching us about
theology, life and society, and modelling how to
live as a follower of Jesus Christ.
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